16                             Viscount Halifax

1891 Halifax's brother-in-law, Baldwin, who had only suc-
ceeded his father as Earl of Devon in 1888, had a stroke. Halifax
hurried to London to find him hardly conscious. Four days
later he died. In the following month Lord Beauchamp, after
Liddon perhaps Halifax's greatest friend, whom in 1876 he
had accompanied on a delightful journey through France, was
suddenly taken ill and was dead within a few minutes. With
him the long obituary closed.

In earlier years there had been occasions of distress when
Halifax had exclaimed that life could never be the same for him
again, but now, when, one after another, so many of those
nearest to him had been cut down, everything indeed was
changed. How deeply he and his wife felt the loss of their sons
only those who knew them best were permitted to realise. The
repeated allusions and the carefully recorded anniversaries in
Halifax's diaries show how frequently the three boys were in his
mind; and of Lady Halifax an old friend has written that she
never quite got over their deaths. It was necessary for both to
go out and play their part in- the world; there was work to be
done, there were duties to discharge; but in the span of life
that remained for her, and the yet longer span that remained
for him, the memory of those years of loss was ever in the back-
ground.